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Test Administrator Instructions:

This practice test has one subpart. It is recommended that you print one copy of this 
practice test and pull the answer key before copying and distributing the practice test to 
your students. The answer key is found at the end of the practice test.

There will not be an operational social studies test for students in grades 3–8 in 
2016–17. However, all students will participate in a mandatory social studies field test. 
Testing times for the field test will be approximately 50 minutes. This field test will be 
administered during the same window as the operational assessments at the end of the 
school year. The field test will not have a written response portion.
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Directions

This Practice Test booklet contains multiple-choice items in Grade 4 Social Studies. You 
must write your answers to the practice test items in your separate answer document.

You may use this test booklet for scratch paper or to make notes. However, you must 
write your answers in the separate answer document to receive credit. Nothing you write 
in this test booklet will be scored.

1. Who gained the most economically from the invention of the cotton gin?

A. Slave men who spent time in the cotton fields.

B. Slave owners who made a profit from the clean cotton.

C. Slave women who worked in the shade carrying baskets of cotton.

D. Slave workers who were able to separate cotton from the seeds more easily.

2. How is Sacagawea important to the history of the United States?

A. She welcomed the first colonists to Virginia.

B. She translated for the Corps of Discovery.

C. She helped people escape from slavery.

D. She guided settlers to new territories.
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3. Read the passage, study the map, and answer the question below.

Where did the battles mentioned in the passage and shown on the map happen?

A. Princeton and Trenton

B. Lexington and Concord

C. Saratoga and Bunker Hill

D. Valley Forge and Kings Mountain
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4. Look at the chart and answer the question below.

Based on the information in the chart and your own knowledge, how did the 
changes shown in the chart affect American Indians?

A. More European colonists led to the loss of native languages.

B. More contact with European colonists led to less trading opportunities.

C. It became necessary for there to be better relations with European colonists.

D. As European colonists moved in, there were more battles over land ownership.

5. Look at the charts and answer the question below.

Which statement best completes the chart?

A. The US Supreme Court votes to ratify the proposed amendment.

B. The president of the United States votes to ratify the proposed amendment.

C. Conventions in three-fourths of the states vote to ratify the proposed 
amendment.

D. Three-fourths of the members in both houses of the US Congress vote to ratify 
the proposed amendment.
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6. Look at the map and answer the question below.

What colony is shaded?

A. South Carolina

B. North Carolina

C. Georgia

D. Virginia
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7. Read the passage and answer the question below.

Which was a consequence of the events in the passage?

A. The United States had more confidence and patriotism, and began to think of 
taking new territory after their victory.

B. The British became stronger and planned an attempt to develop more 
settlements in the United States.

C. The French became a stronger force in international battles.

D. The United States and the British became allies.
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8. Read the passages and answer the question below.

Why is Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s description of the ride different from 
Paul Revere’s?

A. Longfellow wanted to focus the story on Revere’s bravery to create an 
exciting story.

B. Longfellow described Revere’s ride in detail to create an important 
historical document.

C. Revere left out the story of their capture by enemy soldiers to make the story 
more heroic.

D. Revere did not tell about the other riders with him to make himself sound like 
the hero.
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9. Which was one cause of the failure of the Lost State of Franklin?

A. loss of settlers to disease

B. defeat at an important battle

C. defeat during the Indian Wars

D. loss of support from North Carolina

10. Which explorer claimed the entire Mississippi river basin and established a fort at 
the present-day location of Memphis, Tennessee?

A. Hernando de Soto

B. Robert de La Salle

C. Amerigo Vespucci

D. Ferdinand Magellan

11. Read the text and answer the question below.

How did cotton plantations change the work of slaves?

A. Male slaves only worked in areas other than cotton fields.

B. More female and child slaves could work in the cotton fields.

C. Male and child slaves cared for the animals used to plow the cotton fields.

D. Female slaves would cook for the male slaves who worked in the cotton fields.
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12. Look at the picture and answer the question below.

Why were boats like the one in the picture important in the settlement of the 
Cumberland area?

A. They served as homes for families of settlers in Tennessee and Kentucky.

B. They provided a good defense against American Indian attacks in Tennessee.

C. They allowed families and large groups to travel with their belongings down 
the Ohio River.

D. They allowed people to live on the Ohio River and move upstream and 
downstream with ease.
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13. Read the paragraphs and answer the question below.

Why were these paragraphs included in The Federalist Papers?

A. to convince Americans to be patriotic

B. to show that a united nation is more safe

C. to prove that Americans share the same beliefs

D. to explain why people in a nation need to pay taxes

14. Which action of the Committees of Correspondence supports the idea that they 
were the foundation for the First Continental Congress?

A. Some committees encouraged colonists to protest by boycotting British goods.

B. Some committees were sent by their colonies to the Continental 
Congress meetings.

C. The committees unified the colonies through communication against the 
British government.

D. The committees held town meetings to help citizens understand the issues that 
would be addressed by the Continental Congress.
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15. Read the paragraph and answer the question below.

Which did Sam Houston and the Texans mean by “Remember the Alamo!”?

A. Texans should fight bravely and avenge the loss at the Alamo.

B. Santa Anna should feel sorry for killing the Texans at the Alamo.

C. Sam Houston’s family died at the Alamo and he wanted revenge.

D. Sam Houston’s army would beat Santa Anna just like they did at the Alamo.

16. Read the lists and answer the question below.

What term best completes the list about the West?

A. schools

B. bankers

C. pioneers

D. factories
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17. Which statement best describes the effect of fur trapping on colonial 
North America in the 1600s and 1700s?

A. Trapping furs provided the main source of income for the British colonies in 
North America.

B. Exploration of the Southwest territory was driven by the high prices for fur in 
Spanish markets.

C. American Indian tribes traded furs with Europeans for products they could not 
make themselves.

D. European colonists in North America trapped animals to sell their furs to other 
colonists in need of raw materials.

18. How did geography contribute to the success of the Northern colonies?

A. Because of accessibility to water, the colonists were able to have a reliable 
food supply and sufficient resources to trade with Europe.

B. Because of poor defensibility, the colonists were forced to cluster in 
small villages and depend upon each other for food and protection.

C. Because of available resources, the colonists were able to trade with Europe 
and other colonies in exchange for both food and protection.

D. Because of limited food supply, the colonists were forced to work hard growing 
enough crops to survive and could only trade a few products.

19. Whose invention greatly increased the supply of raw materials to textile factories 
in New England?

A. Eli Whitney

B. Robert Fulton

C. John Donelson

D. Benjamin Franklin
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20. Look at the map and answer the question below.

Which number on the map shows the location of a Dutch settlement in the 1600s?

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 4
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21. Look at the picture and answer the question below.

Which part of slave life in the South is shown in this picture?

A. being forced to work in both the field and the house

B. being punished for disobeying an order or for running away

C. being forced to work under difficult and dangerous conditions

D. being sold at any time without being warned or asked permission
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22. Read the passages and answer the question below.

Based on the passages, which belief did Mercy Otis Warren and Abigail Adams 
share?

A. When given the opportunity, people will misuse power.

B. Women and men should have rights listed in the Constitution.

C. Patriots had an opportunity to make laws that would benefit everyone.

D. When laws are being created, the makers must consider possible results.
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23. Look at the map and answer the question below.

Why did the Creek Indians most likely choose to fight in the place shown on  
the map?

A. The river provided food.

B. The river provided protection.

C. They refused to move the village.

D. They had been trapped in the village.
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24. Read the paragraph and answer the question below.

Which event are these two voters discussing?

A. the corrupt bargain

B. the nullification crisis

C. the passing of the Indian Removal Act

D. the abolishing of the Second Bank of the United States

25. How did the arrival of animals from Europe most directly affect 
American Indians?

A. They learned to raise animals for food.

B. They began to use animals to transport people.

C. Their own animals were found to be no longer useful.

D. Their own animals were found to be more useful than the new ones.

26. What impact did Sequoyah’s invention have on the Cherokee?

A. They were able to communicate with distant members of the tribe.

B. They were able to communicate effectively with other tribes.

C. They were able to translate their books into English.

D. They were able to read English with ease.
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27. Read the song and answer the question below.

What does the song reveal about the purpose of the Boston Tea Party?

A. The Tea Party was the first act of rebellion against the British.

B. The Tea Party was an expression of personal and group independence.

C. The participants viewed the actions as the first step to freedom from Britain.

D. The participants only planned to damage the tea, not any other property.
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28. Read the paragraph and answer the question below.

In which way was William Blount’s time as governor different from that of 
John Sevier’s time?

A. Blount was more popular with the people.

B. There were no American Indian wars during Blount’s term.

C. Tennessee was not yet a state when Blount was governor.

D. Blount was governor when Tennessee was still part of North Carolina.

29. Which answer option best summarizes the events of the lost colony of Roanoke?

A. Sir Walter Raleigh was asked by Queen Elizabeth, in 1585, to organize a colony 
on Roanoke Island. The colony eventually disappeared and no one knows what 
happened to it.

B. John White arrived at Roanoke Island and found it deserted. The only evidence 
about the colonists was the name of a nearby island written in the sand, but 
he was unable to explore the island.

C. John White settled a second colony on Roanoke Island. When White returned 
to the colony three years later, after returning to England for supplies, the 
colonists had disappeared leaving only a few mysterious clues.

D. After the disappearance of the colony on Roanoke Island in 1590, the British 
used what they had learned in order to make more successful colonies. They 
learned that their colonies would need more supplies, better training and good 
harbors for their ships.
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This is the end of the test.

30. Read the list and answer the question below.

Which other success belongs on this list?

A. the invention of the lightning rod to protect houses

B. the invention of the weather vane to help predict weather

C. the invention of the mercury thermometer to tell temperature

D. the invention of the steam engine to power boats and machines
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